The Beginning of Work

In the opening lines of the Bible we see God astor. Through his power he is
powerfully and creatively at work. At the pinnacieGod’s creative endeavor lays the
creation of mankind. It is the pinnacle becausealone are made in God’s image.
Because He made us in his image we have a dignitgiue and a capacity to be like
God but also a responsibility; a responsibilitcége for and enjoy the creation that he
has given us to care of. This is the work thatwweemade to do. The value of our work
has nothing to do with whether or not we are paidd it. As we will see God values
work very differently then we do.

In the perfect world of the Garden of Eden therstill work to do. Remember
there is no sin; everything is going perfectly tod® plan and yet there is still work to be
done. Gen 2:5b tells us that therens ‘man to work the garden”. In this perfect work
setting there are a couple of relationships thahaghlighted. The first is that there is a
relationship between God and the man. The finsé tMoses, the author of Genesis uses
the covenant name “Yahweh” (the LORD) here. Thatienship between man and God
are highlighted here. God has no such relationsitipthe animals. No use of the
covenant name when he made the dolphins. In addiBod spoke everything else into
being, but for making mankind he formed him, haratlenif you will, and then breathed
life into him. There is a relationship between Adéhe man) and Adamah (the ground)
that is to be worked. God'’s plan seems to be imdeta without humankind. Man is
made for a reason; to work the garden.

The first thing that God has Adam do is not toypreot to play, not to make Eve
and get the happy process of procreation goingtdowbrk. Also the setting, the Garden
of Eden, is made for work. In the center of thedga is thdree of life. Don’t look it as
a fountain of youth where you eat it once and forever, but the tree of perpetuity. As
long as you keep eating it, it will make you be yg@and strong. It is placed there for a
reason. Work is hard and we need to be refresBedn the perfect workplace, God
places this tree of life so that Adam may be aad alive for his work. Still today,
mankind has a longing the tree of life when we wadence the popularity of Tim
Horton’s coffee. We need a tree of life.

Another thing we can note in the first workplaites Garden of Eden, was that
Adam was given a very specific track of land to kvand take care of in Genesis 2:10-14
by the Tigris and Euphrates rivedis work place is defined. He isn't given the whole
world to take care of. For some of you | know tRislifficult to accept. We cannot do it
all. God doesn’'t want you to do it all. He hagegi you a specific area to work in.

As we move along in the narrative we note thatrAdagiven the job to ark
and carefor the garden in versks. The first worker is not pastor or priest béa@mer.
It's what his creation needed. Also note that Adeonked directly for God. The word
“work” here is not an agricultural term. It is primauiged of human service towards
God. In the perfect workplace we are given wodt tBod himself has given him to do.
Look at the awesome power God gives to Adam. He lget to name the animals, which
means that he is responsible for him. God is beea as being in service to Adam in
Genesis 2:19, bringing the animals to him.



But in chapter 3 we see sin enter into the woNw work is hard. Since sin
entered into the world work now will be hard. TNexy ground is cursed. Think of curse
in terms of God’s blessing being taken away. Imé&s 3:22-24 we see Adam and Eve
banished from the perfect work place. No more Dfddfe. No more tree that is even
better then Tim Horton’s at giving life.

The questions we need to ask ourselves are lthike curse permanent? Will work
forever be hard and difficult? Is it impossiblestdl “work for God”. Ephesians 5:6-7 in
The Message reads
work heartily, as Christ's servants doing what Gants you to do. And work with a
smile on your face, always keeping in mind that natter who happens to be giving
the orders, you're really serving God.

Here we see that it is still possible to work @wd. It is possible to have joy at
work, working with a smile on our faces. As Chagtervants we can still work for God.
But if we are truly working for God and not oursetwve need to work God’s way.
Working God’s way means we keep the Sabbath halydano work on that day. God
worked six days and rested one day. The worlddeawithout us working one day.
Working for God means that we work with all theeigitity, creativity and passion that we
have. After all that is the way God himself worked



