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The topic is timely in the wake of the economic meltdown and re-
cession that swept the financial world last October. It is also impor-
tant to address the economic issues in the May 26 release by the 
aŀƪŜ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ όatIύ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ CǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΥ 
aŀƴƛǘƻōŀƴǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴΩ ό±CIύ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Provincial NDP Government had also announced its brief Poverty 
Reduction Plan a week prior to the launch of the VFH report. Make 
Poverty History is a wide community coalition including the Social 
Planning Council of Winnipeg and the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, and PCWM. The Report calls for the government to set 
specified goals, timelines and indicators in a comprehensive, coordi-
nated poverty reduction agenda. 
  
tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
issues. PCWM has other relevant resolutions in our resolutions. 
Also, this focus on the economy will not affect on-going projects in 
our Council and joint CWW/PCWM committees. 
 

[ŜǘΩǎ {ǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
 
As a personal addendum I believe there is also a real danger that 
the social infrastructure that is now providing alternatives and op-
portunities for communities and low income youth, women and 
families, such as essential services to underpaid and underem-
ployed women and single mothers, will be sacrificed to fund stimu-
lus spending on the bricks and mortar infrastructure. What will hap-
pen to Childcare needs? Housing? Pensions? Health services? Living 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Presidentôs Messageðby Marilyn McGonigal  

There is a Chinese saying, 
Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ƘƻƭŘ ǳǇ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΩΦ It 
is a graphic and charming recog-
ƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴπ
tribution to family and commu-
nity life. However, there are glar-
ing gaps remaining in Canadian 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ 

the exploitation of vulnerable women to the glass ceiling 
in the corporate and financial world. To hold up our part 
of the sky we must at some point turn to the economic 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
the economy to understand and overcome persistent 
high-level resistance to protecting our human rights. 

 

Women and the Economy ς a theme for EDU-

CATION AND action  

At the PCWM Board meeting, September 3, the board 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΩ όǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
title), to give direction to some of our activities and our 
message for the year. At the Semi-Annual Meeting, No-
vember 7, we hope to outline and introduce a broad 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
role in the economy and the impact of the recession on 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
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Wages? Will there be equal opportunity to access stimulus 
jobs and income? All kinds of Questions looking for Answers! 
More important, what do we want done about it? Please 
share your insights and articles on this subject with PCWM. 

 

The brief summer in brief 

Arlene Jones and I were recently remembering the good old 
days, when we used to take the summer off after a board 
meeting soon after the AGM, from May until September, with 
a quick board meeting in August to plan the September and 
October meetings and schedules. Not so, 2009. 
 
Arlene was our former President and is now our Fundraising 
Chair. In this Newsletter she reports on many things I hear 
including our July 16, 3rd Annual Celebrating Women Gala and 
Fundraiser. Kudos to Arlene for a lovely evening and painless 
fundraising! 
 
Elizabeth Fleming reports on our successful Public Forum June 
моΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ WǳƴŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нн ƻƴ ŀ 
proposal to create a Municipal Corporate Utility to build and 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΩǎ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
wholly inadequate consultation with the citizens of Winnipeg 
for such a shift in policy toward private investment in public 
facilities. An ad hoc committee of the Council of Women of 
Winnipeg (CWW) and PCWM was quickly formed. The forum 
was well attended and drew compliments from many commu-
ƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ 5ƻ ǊŜŀŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 
further details. Well done, everyone! 
 
In July, Mary Scott was elected by mailed ballot to be the First 
Vice President of the National Council of Women of Canada, 
not surprisingly for us! Congratulations, Mary! As our Archi-
ǾƛǎǘΣ aŀǊȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ΨŀǎǎŜǘΩ ǿŜ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΗ 
 

Best wishes to Premier Doer and his family 
 
PCWM wishes Premier Gary Doer well in his new role as Can-
ŀŘŀΩǎ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ 
him and the Provincial NDP Government for the many meas-
ures taken on areas of concern to the Council over the years. 
We also look forward to continuing our advocacy on behalf of 
women, families and the community with the new Premier. 
 
Our good wishes also go out to His Honour John Harvard and 
Lenore Berscheid as they settle into their new home after so 

graciously sharing their hospitality with us while at Gov-
ernment House. 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the lovely fall season out-
doors, every chance you get! 

PCWM Board 2009 -2010 
President: Marilyn McGonigal 
Past President: Maxine Balbon 
Vice President (President Elect) Pat Powell 
Vice President Barb Toews 
Treasurer Karen Hoeft 
Secretary Lorri Apps 
Program Peggy Barker 
Membership Barb Kendel 
Resolutions Sally Thomas; Victoria Lehman (Brief); 
Muriel Smith (Resource) 
Youth Convener Tanya Tran 
Newsletter Caitlin McIntyre 
Archives Mary Scott; Joan Butcher 
CWW Monika Feist 
Member at Large Betty Hopkins (Program) 
Member at Large Dianne Kowalchuk 
Member at Large Cindy Isaak-Ploegman 
 
Special Committees 
Mental Health Bev Goodwin & June Menzies 
Poverty Committee Marilyn McGonigal & Karen Hoeft 
Rural/Urban Issues Elizabeth Fleming 
Fund Raising Arlene Draffin-Jones & Shirley Walker 

Federate Honoree: Council of Women of Winni-
peg, with PCWM President Marilyn McGonigal 
Celebrating Women Gala 



 

Celebrating Women 2009 ï  
a resounding success! 

 
On July 16

th
, at 7:30 pm, the Provincial Council of 

Women of Manitoba honoured the achievements 
of Manitoba women and recognized federate 
groups who have made a difference in the quality 
of life for women, their families and the commu-
nity. This was the 3

rd
 Annual Celebrating Women 

Gala, held at the Khartum Shrine House, 1155 
Wilkes Ave.. There were refreshments, door 
prizes, a Rainbow Auction and entertainment, 
capably emceed by Leslie Hughes. As nearly 200 
persons folks lined up early in the evening for the 
celebrations Leslie noted that ñThe Celebrating 
Women Gala must be the hottest ticket in town 
tonight!ò 
 
The wonderful women honored were: 
Dianna Bussey ï Salvation Army 
Sharon Taylor ï Wolseley Family Place 
Val Noseworthy ï Ukrainian Womenôs Associa-
tion in Canada, Manitoba Executive 
Beatrice Watson ï Immigrant Womenôs Associa-
tion of Manitoba 
 
The Federate members honoured were: 
Council of Women of Winnipeg 
Heritage House Conservation Committee, CFUW 
Manitoba Council 
 
The honourees were piped in by Piper Barbara 
Wipf. Entertainment throughout the evening was 
provided by Julian Vanderput with piano selec-
tions and singer Marty Cashin and guitarist Jeff 
Hunter. 
 
Our sincere thanks to our Gala Sponsors:  
Platinum:  
Government of Manitoba and the Assiniboine 
Credit Union  
Silver:  
Steinbach Credit Union, Wolseley Family Place, 
Alyssa Stevenson Eating Disorder Memorial 
Trust Fund, Bob Jones  
Bronze:  
Carpathia Credit Union, Royal LePage Realtors, 
Life Members Councils of Women, Marilyn 
McGonigal  
 

Special thanks to Maryanne Jones and Khartum Shrine 
House, Contemporary Printing Services, Inc., Caterer: 
Wayneôs Specialty Foods, Sonya  Rockall for the corsages 
and to all the generous donors to the Rainbow baskets.  
 
Celebrating Women Planning Committee  
Arlene Draffin Jones Mary Scott 
Shirley Walker   Jo-Anne Yuskin 
Maxine Balbon   Marilyn McGonigal 
Maj. Karen Hoeft                               
 
Funds raised will support projects and programs of the 
Provincial Council and the work of member organizations. 
Check out the pictures below and on page 2! 
  

Dianna Bussey Beatrice Watson 

Sharon Taylor 

Valentina Noseworty 

Group honouree 
Heritage House Conservation 
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