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Dear Nathan:

Thanks for writing to the Nintendo Game Counselors. It’s great to hear from another Pokemon trainer!

In your recent letter, you mentioned that you were disappointed at the lack of complexity in your recent Pokémon encounters, and that your Pokémon contests had become predictable and boring. It’s unfortunate that the Pokemon battles between you and your friends seem simplistic, because the combat engine in Pokémon has a depth of complexity that is unparalleled in video games.

The Pokemon Stadium P/ayer’s Guide, in particular, does an outstanding job of explaining some

the tactical and strategic decisions you’ll have to make when assembling your Pokémon team. Aside from the obvious things like the type matchups, the attack-type advantage, and the stat-altering attacks, you’ll also find detailed information on the Critical Hits, fortifying and seasoning your Pokemon, and the importance of selecting the best Pokémon in the wild.

When you combine these advanced strategies with the dozens of options in the Pokémon Stadium game -- from the delicate Pika Cup to the powerhouse Anything Goes battle -- and I’m sure you can find ways to make your tournaments less boring and predictable.

If you’re looking for even more depth and complexity, I’d also suggest the Pokémon Trading Card Game for Game Boy. Based on the the Trading Card Game published by Wizards of the Coast, Pokémon Trading Card Game for Game Boy allows you to master the strategy of the cards on your Game Boy.

Collect, trade, and duel with your favorite Pokemon trading cards in your quest to defeat the four Grand Masters. Test your card playing skill in one or two player action. You can also trade cards between people utilizing the Infrared Communication port on the Game Boy Color.

You can also surf by www.pokemon.com and check out Pokémon World! You’ll find a Pokémon Encyclopedia with all 150 Pokemon listed, a complete step-by-step strategy guide, plus tips and hints from other Pokémon trainers. There are exclusive Pokémon contests and cool new stuff added every day. You can read all about the Pokémon Trading Card Game, the Pokémon Stadium 2000 tour, and find out how to get lots of Pokémon merchandise. Be sure to check it out!

Whenever you get stuck in a game and need immediate help, you can talk to an expert Game Play Counselor at 1-900-288-0707 (U.S., $1.50 per minute). Callers under 18 must request permission to call from a parent or legal guardian before calling. The Game Play Counselors are available 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Pacific time, Monday through Saturday, and 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sunday.

F or more details on upcoming games and accessories, you can reach our Power Line at 1-425-

885-7529. By calling the  number, you can access prerecorded tips about our hottest games 24 hours a day. You’ll need to have a touch-tone phone in order to use the  line, which also features descriptions and estimated release dates for new games. This is a long distance call, so regular toll charges will apply.

Thanks again for writing, Nathan. I hope this  information helps you. Gotta catch ‘em all!

 Sincerely, NINTENDO OF AMERICA INC.

Zack Andretti

Game Play Counselor

