
Dear Grade 6 Parents,


Welcome back to another school year!  Please take a moment to check out some important upcoming events and the classroom expectations for the year.

Picture Day –  Thursday, September 11.  I expect our time slot will be in the morning or early afternoon.    A purchase package has been sent home.  Please return order forms before or on picture day.  Remember all students are in the group class picture.  Dress sharp! 

Open House – Thursday September 18.  Time: 7:00-8:30 

I am looking forward to meeting parents during the K-12 Open House!  Parents are welcome to look through their child’s work and stop in for a visit.  Your child can also take you on a tour of both grade 6 classrooms.  You may get to write a short quiz!

Grade 5-8 Honour Roll & Academic Awards – October 7  


Please stay tuned for more details.  I expect for this to start at about 2:00 pm.  Students will be informed about a firm time closer to the event.  
Progress Reports – the week of October 6-10.


A simple progress report will be sent home near the beginning of October.  This report will feature your child’s current ELA, mathematics, science, and social studies marks.  There will be a student skills checklist and general comments as well.

Homework & Assignment Deadlines

Students at this age level need to develop strong organizational skills and keep up with an increasing workload.  Students that struggle in grade 6 tend to falter due to missed assignments and rushed efforts, more than a lack of mastery over new concepts.  I try not to overload my students with daily assignments but there will be times when assignments will need to be finished for homework.  If students use their class time wisely, they will average less than half an hour of homework each evening.  If your son/daughter is bringing home excessive amounts of homework they are likely either struggling with the materials or choosing not to use class time wisely.  Please contact me if your child consistently has more than 30-60 minutes of homework each evening.  

I expect assignments to be completed at grade level to the best of their ability.  If your child cannot complete his/her homework due to illness, legitimate lack of time, or inability to understand the assignment, please send a short note and the student will be given an extension/exception.  Shorter daily assignments that are not turned in on time will receive a zero grade.  Longer, more involved, assignments will be penalized 30% for every day a deadline is missed.  It should be noted that I almost always give assignment extensions if my students to talk to me in advance about the reason(s) they can't meet a deadline.  In the case of being absent due to illness or family issues, I often have students simply omit assignments or they are given a photocopy of missed work.  If your child develops a pattern of missed deadlines I will be contacting you.

Book Reports


I give little class time to work on these longer assignments.  Your child can be working on their book report if they have a stretch of homework free evenings.  Reports that are turned in a week early will receive a 5% "early-bird" bonus.  I expect to assign a new book report every second month.  Please have your child read beyond what is assigned at school.  Even 15-20 minutes before bed makes a huge difference.  
Agendas


Students are given approximately 5 minutes at the end of the day to write homework assignments in their agendas.  At this age level we expect for this to be done responsibly by the student.  They also collect binders and textbooks in their backpacks.  Please check your child’s agenda daily and initial to show that you are aware of homework and upcoming events.  This is especially important if they struggle with organization.  Adult staff will be checking for a parent/guardian signature each morning.   

Year-End Assessment 


Students will write year-end assessments in the subjects of English Language Arts and Mathematics.   Students complete these assessments near the end of May.  Results will be shared with parents after they have been graded.  The purpose behind the year-end assessment is to find out the strengths and weaknesses of our students individually and as a group as well.

Behaviour Expectations

In most cases, I give one warning for the student to change his/her behaviour.  An additional "less-than-exciting" homework assignment will be given to students who choose not to discontinue the negative behaviour.  When time permits, I like to discuss the behaviour issue with the student and find a solution for the problem.  Obviously, I will contact parents if their child is having ongoing problems in this area.


Positive behaviour will be rewarded as well.  (treats, games period, field trips)

I expect for my students to refrain from the following negative behaviours:

-Talking when the teacher is instructing or peers are presenting.

-Behaving in a way that makes it difficult for other students to concentrate.

-Showing a lack of respect to an adult or peer.

-Acting inappropriately in the hallways during course changes or during school functions.



-Using inappropriate language.



-Interrupting others.


Tests


Before most tests a “Test Warning” sheet will be sent home with your child.  If you sign this slip and it is returned to the school for the test, your child will receive a 2% bonus.  If it is not returned 2% will be deducted from their final test mark.  These slips help parents determine how much their children are studying for upcoming tests and remind you to question how well they scored.  Students will be kept tests on file in student portfolios at the school and parents will be able to see them during student-led conference evenings.  Students are welcome to take tests home at any time to show their parents.  “Test Warning” sheets will not be sent home for weekly spelling tests that student write at the end of each week.  (usually Friday) 

Resource Assistance


Our resource program is based on a "greatest need" philosophy.  If you feel child may qualify for extra assistance please contact me.  Please note that resource assistance may not be available on request.  This program is intended for students who absolutely need assistance to cope at their current grade level.  Extra support is also reserved for students with positive attitudes who want and appreciate help.  

Crosswalk Duty & Field Trip


Grade 6 students will provide crosswalk duty for the school this year.  Duty will happen before school, at noon, and after school.  Town students serve before and after school, while bus students serve during noon hours.  This is an important safety service and grade 6 students are expected to responsibly and professionally do their duty.  

Traditionally, grade 6 students go on a major trip at the end of the year as recognition for providing the crosswalk service for the school and for being good citizen in our classroom throughout the year.  More details will be provided to students and parents about our field trip at a later date.

 

General

Feel free to contact me at home (523-5669) for important problems.  I can often help with difficult assignments or other important issues.  A message can be left for me at the school (523-4696) as well, but I often don’t get messages until the following school day.

My goal is to make this both a fun and productive school year.  I try to select topics that I think my students will enjoy.   Students who show enthusiasm and display a positive work ethic will do very well in my class.   

Any help that parents can provide in helping their child in being successful is greatly appreciated.  Your positive attitude towards the school goes a long way to ensuring your child's academic success.

Course Outlines

Please take a look at the course outlines for the core subjects.  I hope the outlines give you a sense of the curriculum we will be covering this year.  Please check and have your child return the following form to the school as soon as possible.  I am looking forward to a fantastic school year!  

Sincerely,

Mr. Michael M. Pugh

---------------------------------------------tear me off-------------------------------------------------

A Little Survey

Please take a moment to fill out the following survey regarding your child.  Even if there isn’t any concerns have your child return the survey as soon as possible to the school.

Student Name: ___________________________

Parent(s)/Guardians(s): _______________________   _________________________

A) Academic / Social / Health Concerns for My Child (Include strategies/suggestions that seem to help your child)

B) Outline or Course Questions

C) Questions/Comments/Suggestions

Grade 6 English Language Arts

Course Outline
Teacher:  Mr. M. Pugh

The English Language Arts course in grade 6 is designed to help students develop proficiency in all areas of Language Arts - Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, Thinking and Representing.

To accomplish this, the student will be exposed to several disciplines: Literature, Grammar, Composition, Spelling and Artwork.

DISCIPLINES

A) LITERATURE

1) Poetry, Short Stories & Novels:


Novels/Book Reports( “Dragon in the Clouds”, “Hey World Here I Am”, “Flush”, “Hatchet”

 


“A Wrinkle in Time”

Collections Literature Program “Looking for Answers” 

Novels/Picturebook Stories “Hockeybrat Harris”, “Rose Blanche”, “Josepha”,  “A River Dream”, “Once Bitten”

2) Drama – Charades, Reader’s Theatre, Improv Skits, Short Group Plays

3) Thinking Skills


Write Source 2000: for Test writing, Listening skills, Time management

B) GRAMMAR & USAGE

1) Communication Skills: Level 6 {approx one unit each week}


Language use, Grammar, and writing skills 

2) Student Editor Program: for basic editing skills

C) COMPOSITION

1) Creative Writing – Descriptive, Narrative, Expository, Persuasive (promotions)

2) Letter Writing

3) Plays

D) SPELLING/VOCABULARY

1) The Canadian Spelling Program

2) Grade Level Schonell Spelling Test

E) ART (Representing)

1) Artwork will included throughout the ELA program

EVALUATION

The four disciplines will be weighted as follows in calculating term marks:


30% - Reading Comprehension 


20% - Grammar


30% - Composition


15% - Spelling


  5% - Representing (Artwork)

Grade 6 Mathematics Course Outline

Teacher:  Mr. M. Pugh
The goals of the grade 6 math program are as follows:

1) become confident in mathematical abilities.
2) become problem solvers.

3) learn to reason mathematically.


4) learn to use mental math for calculations.

5) to master basic facts.

Students will complete a majority of their mathematical calculations without the aid of a calculator.  Assessment and evaluation will be done on a unit-by-unit basis, based on daily assignments, homework, work habits and unit tests.

Unit Outlines

NUMBER STRAND

Introductory Unit

Whole Numbers -basic skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication & division, order of operations
Unit A    

Numbers Greater Than One Million -- Place Value / Estimate Quantities up to a Million

Read and write numbers to thousandths / Rounding Numbers the Units, Tenths and Hundredths

Unit B

Improper And Mixed Fractions / Ratios

Units C

Meaning of Percent

Unit D

Factors, Multiples, LCM, PCS, Prime, Composite

Unit E

Meaning And Application of Integers

Unit F

Estimate Solutions 

Unit G

Problem Solving using Technology

PATTERNS & RELATIONS STRAND

Unit H

Patterns, Relationships & Rules

Unit I

Number Values from a Graph
Unit J

Equality & Equations

SHAPE & SPACE STRAND

Unit K

Metric Conversions

Unit L

Perimeter & Area

Unit M

Surface Area & Volume

Unit N

Angles & Triangles

Unit O

Symmetry Drawing Transformations 

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY STRAND

Unit P

Collecting Data / Data Analysis

Unit Q

Chance & Uncertainty

Grade 6 Science

Course Outline

Teacher:  Mr. M. Pugh

We will primarily be using two resources for science this year:  Hands-on Science (Grade 6) and Scholastic Pan Canadian Science.  When possible students will be engaged in hands-on labs and activities.  Students will be expected to use materials properly and help with keeping our classroom lab equipment organized.

The course will consist of the following units:

Unit I 
- 
Flight

   
*Design of Hot Air Balloons, Paper Planes, Gliders

Unit II
-
The Solar System





*Planning a Space Mission (Group Web Quest)

Unit III
-
Electricity


*Hands-on Circuit Building and Testing

Unit IV
-
Diversity of Living Things





*Designing an Organism in its Environment

Evaluation will be based on class and group discussions, individual and group written research assignments, lab work, and unit tests.  

100% 
Assignments / Projects / Tests 

* denotes major projects for each unit.

6 Pugh Expectations








