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Friends of the Bluebirds  

Our heartfelt thanks to all who 
made possible a very successful nesting 
season through their hard work and 
thank you for your summaries.  The 
results this year are very encouraging as 
the bluebirds seemed to have seized the 
opportunity afforded by the long, warm 
and dry spring and summer to make the 
most of the breeding season.  We had 
over 700 more fledges than were 
reported in 2005!More and more 
monitors find themselves able to record 
nesting success and fledglings, and the 
valuable information they provide is 
giving us a better view of population 
trends.  

 Remember, if you haven�t 
reported in the last two years or more 
and wish to become active again, please 
ask Bob or Evelyn to place you back on 
the kit mailing list. A summary of the 

 Great Results 2006

New Members
We welcome Rene´ Legal and Joy 
Dornian (Souris), Janet Gross (Mayfair 
Colony), as well as Ross Hamilton and 
Jose Maatel of Brandon.  The latter two 
are working under the tutelage of Barb 
Robinson and Vern Gilbertson, 
respectively. As well, Isabelle Smith 
(Brandon) has reactivated her line.  We 
encourage all Bluebirders to be on the 
lookout for new members � we can 
never have too many nestbox monitors! 
Please keep an eye out for likely 
candidates and encourage them to join 
us in this captivating and ideal family 
pursuit.   
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year�s results, as well as a list of all those 
who were able to send monitoring records 
is found later in the newsletter.   

Boxes, Boxes 

We may be facing a shortage of 
boxes in the near future.  We know that 
there are hundreds and hundreds of boxes 
out on abandoned lines throughout the 
southwest. If you know of any such lines, or 
have ceased to monitor yours, we ask for 
your assistance in recovering useful nest 
boxes. First, please check with Bob 
Andrews to make certain that the line is 
indeed unmonitored.  Then, either remove 
the boxes yourself and bring them into Bob 
or contact Bob or Barry, for assistance.  
Any help you can give us in this regard will 
be much appreciated. If you wish to help us 
by building and donating boxes, please 
contact Bob Andrews for donated lumber 
and instructions. 

Retired
Jack Webb will no longer be turning out 
his well-crafted nest boxes for our use.  
Over the years his contribution to our 
cause has been enormous, and we wish 
him a happy �retirement� and good 
health. Shirley Neudorf (Souris) has 
given up her line after 14 years of 
monitoring. Her past reports have been 
much appreciated. Ina Slimmon (Oak 
Lake) has also relinquished her line 
after many years of valuable service to 
bluebird conservation. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barb and Ray Pettinger were 
again very busy banding in 2006.  
Working on three separate lines they 
were able to band 157 Mountain and 17 
Eastern Bluebirds, along with 31 Tree 
Swallows. Karla Stouffer reported a 
Close Encounter of the Grouse Kind with 
a Sharp-tail nesting right beside one of 
her nest boxes.  We expect her to fully 
recover from the shock. Vern 
Gilbertson, following up on a technique 
suggested by Bob Andrews, found that 
removing nest box lids in the fall solved 
the deer mouse problem on his line, a  
method well worth considering for 
heavy infestations.  Margaret Yorke and 
Millie Reid had one Eastern Nest with 11
eggs!  It appears that two successive 
clutches were laid without the 
intervening �burial� of the first clutch.  

Notes from the lines 

A personal concern:

It has always bothered me that the tree 
swallows are poorly regarded by many 
blue birders, being dismissed as mere 
irritating competitors for the nest boxes 
we put out for bluebirds.  They have, if 
viewed from the perspective of ecological 
importance, interesting behavior and 
aesthetics, and are probably as worthy of 
our compassion as bluebirds themselves.  
Should we then be taking measures to 
reduce the effect their nesting in our 
boxes is having on blue birds? Of course 
we can, and by setting up double, or even 
triple boxes at any given site is the way of 
doing that.  In fact, because tree 
swallows are a fully protected species 
any other interference with the nests, 
eggs or young is strictly illegal! I also 
think that when swallows dominate a line, 
the fault for this is sometimes that the 
monitor has picked an unsuitable location 
for bluebirds. If your line gets mostly 
swallows and you�ve tried doubling up 
boxes, try relocating to a better habitat. 
Should you feel badly if you get nothing 

Tree Swallow Woes 

  

Did you know that 

Tree swallows are 

having a tough time 

finding home sites 

many places in North 

America?  

In Memoriam 
Our sympathies are extended to 

Ruth and her family, on the 

passing of her husband, David 

Stewart, one of the founders 

of Friends of the Bluebirds. His 

wise council will be sorely 
missed. 

Tree 
swallow
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Four birds fledged from the second 
clutch of five eggs.  Doug and Genella 
Macintyre had a large infestation of 
deer mice, and entirely too much 
attention from cattle.  If you have cows 
molesting your boxes, check with Bob 
Andrews about side mounting boxes he 
has assembled into kits�they work! A 
small number of teams (the Danards, 
Andrews, and Macintyres) had 
suspected triple nestings of Easterns. 
Barbara Robinson adds that she had a 
similar situation arise in the 1980�s.  
Such nesting activity is quite common in 
the southeastern USA, but probably very 
rare in our area . A result of our 
unusually long season?  

but swallows?  Well, swallows are 
cavity nesting birds, and I believe 
that, but for our nest boxes, their 
population might well be in trouble 
locally. In the meantime, try keeping 
detailed records of swallows as well 
as bluebirds, secure In the 
knowledge that you are doing a great 
deal of good. A number of monitors 
have expressed concerns that, for 
reasons of health or time constraints, 
they aren�t able monitor lines with 
any frequency.  Here are some 
suggestions for those in that 
situation. First, monitor only 
bluebird nests each trip.  In other 
words, a box occupied by tree 
swallows can simply be recorded as 
swallow �nest� and be left at that, if 
you wish. Such boxes should be 
checked later in the season for 
cleaning out (or late broods of 
bluebirds). Secondly, to paraphrase 
Ann Smith (from useful hints from 
newsletter #1) Cont�d next page 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tree swallows cont�d 
The essential check for bluebirds is in 
the spring to make sure the lids are on 
and the deer mice are evicted. A fall 
cleanout is necessary to allow for a 
freeze out of parasites.  If time is 
limited in the summer, a good deal of 
information can be gleaned from well 
timed visits.  If you make your first 
check late May to early June, you�ll find 
most bluebirds with their first brood, 
and most tree swallows starting to nest. 
A second visit early to mid-July should 
catch most of the second nesting of 
bluebirds. You may miss early or 
especially late nestings with this 
method, but it�s better than the 
alternative � no monitoring at all. 

NABS convention 

The 2007 North American Bluebird
Society Convention will take place in
Athens, Georgia on September 20-23 
this year.  For further details check out
the NABS website. 

Searching for more information? 

The monitoring kit you receive is loaded 
with valuable, practical advice on 
maintaining and monitoring a bluebird 
nestbox line. Lost your package notes 
and want a replacement?  Contact 
Evelyn Andrews.  Should you wish to 

2006 Monitors 
The following members were able to 
submit Summary forms for this past 
season: 

Bob & Evelyn Andrews, Clayton 
Baumung, Ellen Blain, Brian Burrows & 
Diane Chatwin, Barry & Judy Danard, 
Bev Dunlop & Dave Uhryniuk, Edie 
Evans & Roy Gwiazda, Lyall Franck, 
Verne Gilbertson & Jose Maatel, Herb 
Goulden & Ross Robinson, Janet Gross, 
Bob & Jean Horton, Ed & Yvette Huzyk, 
Evelyn Jorgenson, Rene LeGal & Joy 
Dorian, Doug & Genella Macintyre, 
Bridget& Arnold McPhaden, Lynne & 
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expand your horizons or explore further the 
world of bird conservation please try the 
following web sites: 

NABS � THE source of information:  
www.nabluebirdsociety.org    

Sialis � A great site: 

www.sialis.org/index.html 

Loads of good links can be found here: 

http://naturenorth.com/  is the province of 
Manitoba�s online nature magazine 

Check out this newsletter: 
http://www.virginiabluebirds.org/index.html  
(you�ll need user name �bluebird� and password 
�newsletter� to access site) 

And for a different point of view, try: 

http://www.treeswallows.org/ 

As well, thanks to Ann Smith�s generous 
donation, we now maintain a library of books 
and pamphlets related to bluebird conservation 
techniques.  If you can�t attend our meetings to 
select books for yourself, feel free to send a 
note to Barry Danard for a list of publications 
available. 

 

 

Brian Manns, Edith Parsons, Bert Perey, Ray & Barb Pettinger, Barabara
Robinson, Larry Romaniuk, Bill Sandercock, Murray & Carole Sangster, Hazel 
Skinner, Joe & Grace Slawinsky, Isabelle Smith, Lloyd Stankey, Karla Stouffer, 
Joan Switzer, Gerard Wade, Roy & Lorna Wallis, Margaret Yorke & Amelia Reid.

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hold two meetings a year, usually on 
the third Sunday of April and October 
respectively.  Our new venue in Brandon 
is the Riverbank Discovery Centre, 1-545  
Conservation Drive, directly across from 
the Corral Centre shopping complex. 
When you receive your notices of the 
meetings this year, please consider 
joining us for an afternoon of 
information sharing and refreshments.  
Some of the most experienced 
Bluebirders in the country will be on 
hand to answer questions, and it�s 
always nice �to recharge the batteries� 
by sharing experiences with other 

Annual Meetings 

Clarke Snell (cesnell@telus.net) has 
been very busy and is working on 
creating our own website.  The work in 
progress may be seen at 
www.mts.net/~jbdanard/ 

Clarke welcomes any input from 
Bluebirders to help build this site. 

Do you have any questions, concerns, or 
suggestions? 

Contact any of the following: 

Bob/Evelyn Andrews: 727-8985 
andy208@mts.net 

Von Cochrane: 727-2986 

vcoch@mts.net 

Barry/Judy Danard: 523-8258  

Jbdanard@mts.net 

Barbara Robinson: 728-4029 

 

Web site                                  Newsletters 

Contacts: 

To make 
interesting 

meetings and 
newsletters we 
need your input 

Please contact 
these members if 
there are stories 

you�d like to share 
about your lines.
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workers in the bluebird conservation 
movement. 

Future Meetings and Directions 

Are there particular topics you would 
like to see discussed at future meetings, 
or covered in the newsletters?  Do you 
have suggestions to improve the 
operation of our organization? Any of 
the members of the Coordinating 
committee would welcome your ideas. 

We have received copies of recent 
newsletters from The Prescott Bluebird 
Recovery Project (Oregon), the Southern 
interior Bluebird Trail Society (British 
Columbia), and the Virginia Bluebird 
Society.  These can be seen/signed out at 
the General meetings. 
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