
Dear Friends,  

At the Synod 
Convention in 
Dauphin at the end 
of April, the 
Lutheran author 
and mission 
specialist Kelly 
Fryer led a day-
long renewal event at the invitation of 
the MNO Synod.   

She and the colleagues at her company 
A.R.E. (“A Renewal Enterprise”) 
conducted a study last year that tried to 
boil down what it is that vital, growing, 
mission-oriented congregations have in 
common.  I thought I might share this 
with you, as it is quite enlightening. 

1. God is real to the people in these 
congregations.  Everybody from 
the pastor to the newest members 
talks about God as if God were “in 
the room,” in their personal lives as 
well as in their congregations.  
People speak about what God is 
doing in their lives and in their 
churches.  People say things like, 
“God brought me to this 
congregation to be part of what 
God is doing here.” 

 

2. The Bible matters in these 
congregations.  People want to 
know what God is saying to them 
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through the Bible.  People are 
hungry in these congregations for 
scripture and its study.  Every 
group in the congregation opens 
its meetings and spends at least 
half its time in Bible study.  
When there are problems in these 
congregations, they work them 
out in terms of prayer and bible 
study.   

3. Everyone understands that 
everybody is a minister in these 
congregations.  People claim 
ownership for ministry in these 
congregations, both within the 
congregation (“if you come, you 
work”) and outside the 
congregation (“your whole life is 
ministry”). 

4. In these congregations, there is a 
scary willingness to do whatever 
it takes to share the good news 
with others, to connect with 
people in their neighbourhoods.  
In these congregations, tradition 
is not an idol. 

5. People expect transformation in 
these congregations.  People 
understand that if you are met by 
Jesus, something happens; you 
will be changed.  (Like: “Before I 
became a Lutheran I used to be a 
jerk.  Now I give 20% of my 
income for world hunger, I’m 

(From the Pastor — Continued on page 4) 

Pastor Michael Kurtz 
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SISTER LINDA WEDMAN, 
who served as Deaconess 
Parish Worker at FLC from 
1971 to 1974, entered into 
eternal life on Wednesday 
April 23, 2008, in Bridge-
water, NS, at the age of 61. 

Born in Edmonton Alberta, 
she was one of eight sisters 
and three brothers. 

A disposition of her ashes 
and a gathering of family and 
friends will be made at a later 
date 



CONGREGATIONAL PICNIC: The annual congregational picnic 
will be held after worship on Sunday, June 1, at Kildonan Park. 
Everyone will gather near the playground and then strike out to a 
comely site. (The playground is located near the parking lot, near 
to the pond.) Please bring your own food and also a dessert to 
share. 

ORGANIST WANTED: Our congregation continues to seek 
candidates for Director of Music, following the retirement of 
Kerrine Wilson. Meanwhile, Sunday morning attendees have 
enjoyed the musical skills of fill-in pianists/organists Daniel Clark, 
Joel Peters, Wes Elias, and Charmaine Bacon. Many have also 

enjoyed having the choir sit on the main floor and have agreed that their presence there 
enhances congregational singing.  

ADULT CONFIRMATION: These individuals were to be confirmed May 11 at First Lutheran 
Church:  Pam Johnson, Tina Sorensen and Nancy Steiman . Thanks to Barb Stefansson and 
FLCW for the boutonnieres. �

COFFEE MATES: By the time you read this, our regular Sunday coffee hour will be winding down 
for the summer. According to head barristas, Brian and Carol Darragh , attendance was down 
slightly, and Brian suggests we undertake a roll-up-the-rim promotion to hold onto our faithful 
clientele (We think Brian is kidding.) Volunteers who helped make coffee this season (September 
to May) were Marilyn and Fred MacKay , Doug Sigurdson , Irene Hallgrimson and Leigh Syms 
as well as Brian and Carol. Brian assures us that many more volunteers could be used and 
appreciated; for more information, please see Brian.  

SAFEWALK: The Downtown BIZ has a BIZ Patrol Safewalk program where, when booked in 
advance, they will send two of their patrol officers to walk people to their car if they don’t feel safe 
alone. The number for this is 295-7850. 

NEW ICELAND CHILDREN’S CHOIR: The New Iceland Children's Choir will be presenting a 
concert May 25, at 2:30 p.m., at the Scandinavian Cultural Centre. This choir will be travelling to 
Iceland this summer. Tickets are $10.00 at the door with refreshments following the concert.  
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       Funerals  

    April 11             Norma Busby 

    April 29             Derek Eyolfson                 
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Esprit, the magazine of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Women Inc., took home six awards 
recently from the Canadian Church Press. 

The awards are handed out in some 31 
categories to church publications of all shapes 
and sizes. The publications vary from 
denominational newsletters to specialized 
magazines. 

In determining winners in each category, no 
distinctions are made based on budgets or 
circulation. For small publications like Esprit to 
win therefore, is a noteworthy 
accomplishment. 

The following six 2007 winners bring the total 
number of awards won by Esprit to 20, over 
the past 16 years. 

1. Ollie Miller, "Holy Darkness," Winter---3rd 
place, Poetry  
2. Elvira Wiebe, "The River is Too Deep," 
Winter--- 2nd place, Personal Experience  
3. Bramwell Ryan, "Katie Reynolds: Loving 
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Thy Neighbour One Person at a Time, "Spring-
--1st place, Black and White Photo  
4. Catherine Pate, "Not a Spoonful of Sugar," 
Spring--2nd place, Editorial  
5. Sharon Betcher, "Sanctuary," Fall--2nd 
place, Theological Reflection 
(Devotional/Inspirational)  
6. Esprit magazine--2nd place, General 
Excellence (Specialized Magazine) 

In an on-line article, ELW Executive Director 
Ruth Vince offered her congratulations to the 
authors, photographers, designers and the 
whole team behind the publication “who work 
hard to make Esprit the quality magazine that 
it is!” Esprit editor is Catherine Pate. 

       —From the Crossroads website 
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FLCW AUXILLARY: On April 13, FLCW president Viola Perkins called a meeting of women who 
were interested in the work of the FLCW but who were unable to attend the regularly Monday 
meetings. Approximately 20 women attended the “look-see” session, and by the end of the short 
meeting, the group had agreed to form and to call itself the First Lutheran Church Women’s 
Auxiliary (FLCWA).  

The new group will work in partnership with the FLCW, which had long been an important main-
stay at First Lutheran Church. The new group will meet next on Sunday, Sept. 14, after worship 
service.  

The FLCW will meet on Monday, May 12, at 11 a.m. for their regular monthly meeting. Please 
bring a bag lunch — dessert will be provided. Meetings will resume in the fall on Monday, Sept. 8. 

BUS TRIP TO GIMLI:   The annual spring bus trip to Betel Care Home in Gimli was held on 
Thursday, May 8 — and weather-wise, there was no snow, which is always a good thing. The trip 
allows the FLCW members to visit residents at the Betel Home and to enjoy a pleasant day 
outing.  
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marching for immigrants’ rights, I’m writing letters on the issue of homelessness,” or whatever.) 

 

There was much more to her presentation, and much of her subsequent time with us was 
spent in talking about what congregational leaders can do to foster this kind of 
congregational life. 

But the most important thing she stressed is that we all need to understand that God is on a 
mission to love, bless, and save the whole world; that God is actively at work doing this in 
your life and in the life of the world right now; and our job as Christians is to discern what 
God is doing and help God do it.   

You can learn more by having a look at Kelly Fryer’s latest book, Reclaiming the “E” 
Word: Waking Up to Our Evangelical Identity and by visiting her company’s website whose 
current home is http://reclaimingthefword.typepad.com/are/ 

In Christ, 

Pastor Michael 

(From the Pastor  — Continued from page 1) 
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Bikeathon —May 30-June 1: This is our 22nd year for this annual fundraising weekend! We are calling 
all cyclists to ride...and you can bring your family too! Includes all meals, accommodations and use of 
camp facility. 25, 80 or 100 km ride. Registration fee ($30) and pledges ($100) required. Non participant 
fee - see brochure. Registration form available on website. 
 
Women's Retreat — June 6-8: 12th annual Women's Retreat! It's time for relaxation and being served! 
Get away from life at home to meet and share with other women. It's a time away from your family and 
responsibilities. Opportunities for a massage, reflexology, hot-tubing, facials...a time to take care of you! 
Inspiring sessions full of laughter and inspiration. Cost (includes meals) $115 + taxes. 
For more information, go to the website at www.luthervillage.ca 
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We need your news!  Send ideas, articles and photos to Martha Helgerson (488-4528, editor) or to 
Gail Pritchard (772-7444, church secretary), or e-mail submissions to flcwin@mts.net. Look for the 
next edition of FLC News in September 
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Floor Plans:    All members of First Lutheran Church are encouraged and welcomed to attend 
the Congregational Meeting  May 25.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss and decide on the 
seating arrangement for the sanctuary.  (See photos on page 4.) 

At Council, we have had discussions as to how the meeting will be conducted, and we have come to 
the conclusion that there will not be a formal vote at this meeting.  We will be using a consensus 
building process that will allow all points to be heard.  

In the past, when our congregation has had to make decisions, some members have felt like they had 
to “take sides” on an issue.  This has lead to divisiveness among the congregation and even some 
members wanting to leave because of the results of a vote.    

Council does not want to divide our congregation.  We believe the process of consensus building will 
allow the congregation to make a decision without damaging the fellowship we share and without 
undermining the community that we have built.   

Council supports the new configuration of the sanctuary, and  it is our recommendation to the 
congregation that it be adopted.  Council makes this recommendation on the basis of the work that 
the Sanctuary Renewal Ad hoc Committee (SRAC) has completed over the last three years.   Council 
also understands that there may need to be some adaptations to the present configuration in order for 
it to best suit our congregation’s needs.  Please feel free to give your feedback to any member of 
council.   

In an effort to make this meeting as productive as possible, council has met with members of the 
SRAC to go over the phases of the project have been completed and what the future plans entail.   
This information will be condensed into a report for the congregation that will be distributed before the 
May 25 meeting.   

Council also wants to express that although we love our building, and we know that we have the 
responsibility to nurture it and care for it, it is not the Church.  We are the Church.  We are the body of 
Christ.  We are all children of God who have joined together in a Christian community.  It is the hope 
of Council that we do not lose sight of this truth as we discuss and decide on the path of sanctuary 
renewal.  

           Anne Pereira  
              President of FLC Council 


