
I was glad when 
they said to me, 
“Let us go up to 
the house of the 
Lord.” 

So says the 
Psalmist.  But 
maybe these days 
what we�should be 
saying is, I was glad when they said to 
me, “Let us go down�to the house of 
the Lord,” since we’re about to start 
worshipping in the basement! 

By the time you are reading this, it is 
very likely that the renewal of our 
worship space will have begun, as the 
congregation voted for by a nearly 
three-quarter majority at the last annual 
meeting.  The original fir floor will be 
renewed, the walls and ceiling will be 
repaired, and the entire space will be 
freshly painted.  These repairs have 
been a long time coming and I know 
that many of you are eagerly 
anticipating the results. 

The planning for all this has been 
carefully done and each aspect 
carefully considered.  The expense, by 
church renovation standards these 
days, is exceedingly modest.  But the 
plan has been designed to maximize 
the beauty and faithfulness of what can 
be done. 

Having said all that, I would like to ask 
for your continued patience at this time 

��580 Victor Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3G 1R2�

of displacement from our usual 
worship space.  It is likely that we’ll 
be worshipping in the lower 
auditorium for six to eight weeks at 
least, beginning on the Festival of the 
Epiphany on Jan�6��� We won’t have 
all the room we’re used to upstairs, 
nor will we have our magnificent 
musical instruments.  Communing 
will be a bit of a challenge, I’m 
guessing, but together we’ll work it 
out.  There’s a lot we won’t have 
downstairs, but we will have the most 
important thing: and that is each 
other.  Perhaps a displacement like 
this will bring to mind that the most 
important thing we have in our lives 
in Christ is just that: each other. 

And I would add, too, that it is 
precisely that gift that the new seating 
arrangement we’ll be trying once we 
return upstairs seeks to emphasize 
and nurture: the gift of being a 
community together at worship, a 
family in Christ gathered together.  
Once we return upstairs�� there will 
once again be some things to get used 
to and inevitably some bugs to work 
out, most likely, again, in regard to 
communing.  So I ask for your 
patience then, too. 

But I would also like to ask for two 
further things.  First, I would ask for 
your suggestions.  Please let me know 

(From the Pastor — Continued on page 4) 

Pastor Michael Kurtz 
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HAMPERS HELP MAKE CHRISTMAS BRIGHT: Thanks to 
everyone who helped donate items — toys, food or cash — to 10 
hampers that were delivered to community families just before 
Christmas. Thanks also to the drivers who made the deliveries. 
Each year the members of First Lutheran rise to the challenge of 
providing hampers, through the Christmas Cheer Board, for those 
in need; coordinating this big job were Nancy Steiman and Narda 
Narick Gaye, who also deserve our gratitude.�

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IS A SUCCESS: A cast of enthusiastic 
Sunday School children presented the play, “Michael Mouse,” Dec. 
23, during regular worship time (See photos on page 7). Thanks to 
all of the people who made it happen: the children and their parents, along with Thor 
Weidenbacher and Paul Macdonald, music and script; Josie Zarrillo, Kim Sigurdson, Alison 
Green, Tori-Lynne Austman, Arla Sigfusson, Kristjan a Werboweski, Connie Zarrillo, Alex 
Sigurdson  and Doug Sigurdson , Sunday School teachers; Doug S., Josie Z. and Marilyn 
MacKay , refreshments after the performance, and Tricia Weidenbacher, Larry Sigurdson and 
other parents, for rehearsal lunch, as well as to Susan Werboweski , Sunday School 
superintendent. 

APPRENTICES WANTED: The property committee (AKA Sandra Terra ) is putting out a call for 
apprentices — teens and young adults — who want to learn about maintaining “historic” buildings 
— ours! The committee seeks individuals (of any age, really) to attend our work crews, to learn 
hands-on skills as well as help out their congregation. No experience is necessary! Sandra also 
extends a huge “thank you”  to those who have come out to do repairs on the building! We are 
doing a little at a time and working as a group. A building this old requires constant care but 
working with friends and getting a job done is almost a reward in it self. Talk to Sandra about their 
next work crew meeting and join the team. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: The congregation will hold its Annual General Meeting on 
Feb. 24, 2008. More details to come. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE : Please look for 2008 envelopes in your mailboxes. If you  
have any questions, please call the church at 772-7444, or see Gail in the office. Gail can also 
help you sign up for the Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) system, where a set amount is 
regularly deducted  through electronic means from a designated bank account.  
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   Baptisms  

Nov. 4 —  Oscar Terence Christopher, son of David and Kristin Lind 

Dec. 9  —    Benjamin Eric, son of Richard Kreutzer and Kara Thomasson 
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�"�>5��$?��"!5��"55>@�3� Congratulations to these winners from the FLCW’s Silent Auction in 
November: Yvonne Tonnellier; Matthew Sigurdson; Kerry Paulson; K.T. Werboweski; Heather 
Tisdale; Les Ullyot; Keira Opanubi; Maryanne Boaler; Alda Tomasson; Richard Kraushar; Ben 
Steiman; Julius Paulson; Bill Helgason; Barb Stefansson; Marilyn MacKay; Tori-Lynne Austman 
and Fran N.  (Prizes won included a golf package, restaurant gift certificates and vinarterta. Thanks to 
everyone who donated gifts and bought tickets to this successful fund-raiser.)  
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Annual Parade and Luncheon set for Jan. 27  

During the last several decades the Icelandic Bible Society has carried out the monumental task 
of making a new and up to date translation of the Bible into Icelandic from the original Hebrew 
and Greek. This was a very expensive undertaking for a small nation. But now the work is finished 
and the new Bible has been printed in 30,000 copies. (That corresponds to 3 million copies of a 
book being printed in Canada.)  

The manager of the Icelandic Bible Society, Jón Pálsson, informed FLC  that the Society was 
donating a copy of this new Bible to our church in appreciation of the generosity of members of 
the congregation and other Canadians, who supported the translation with their donations.  

The Bible is being kept in the lending library, in the parish hall.  
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how you think we can do things better, both downstairs and up.  Please let me know if you can’t hear or 
can’t see.  These things�are of vital importance to me. 

Second, I would ask for your prayers for all the people involved in sanctuary renewal.  From the volunteers 
who will contribute an immense amount of labour to this project�� to the contractors who will be carrying 
out the work for us, to the people who are overseeing this project to completion: the members of the 
Sanctuary Renewal Advisory Committee and the Project Manager for the renovations, John Hunsberger, 
who is very generously donating his time to our church. 

We all have a part to play in this project.  Whether it’s prayers said, words of encouragement spoken, or 
hammers swung, or just�patience given: we all have a role to play in this.  This is our building.  This is our 
community.  Let’s pull together and make of this process the greatest success we can, to the glory of God. 

In Christ, Pastor Michael   

(Continued from page 1) 

God is calling, but are we listening?  Is our congregation encouraging members 
to hear and discern their call? 

Once again, on Jan. 20, our congregation is going to participate in the “It’s Your 
Call” program, as sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. 
The purpose of “It’s Your Call” is to help congregations seek, identify and 
encourage men and women to become ordained pastors or lay diaconal 
ministers in our church. 

Almost three years ago to the day, Jennifer Marlor , was so identified by her 
brother and sisters at First Lutheran. Jennifer has temporarily relocated to 
Saskatoon where she is midway through her second year at Lutheran Theological Seminary. She 
is the first female member of the congregation to attend seminary.  

Now, we have the opportunity to encourage another member. At our worship service on Sunday, 
Jan. 20, each of us will have the chance to nominate members of our congregation whom we feel 
have the gifts for ordained ministry. Those nominated will be interviewed by the pastor who will 
ask if they are willing to have their name forwarded to our Synod office as a possible future 
candidate for ordained or lay diaconal ministry.  

 Jesus’ words, “the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few,” ring particularly true for many of 
us. Several parishes in our synod are currently without a pastor. At the same time, our seminaries 
have been experiencing a gradual decline in enrolment. 

Reversal of this trend is up to us, with God’s help. 

       — From ELCIC’s “It’s Your Call” information 
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Well everyone … we did it.  We reached our primary goal of $15,000 – on Christmas Eve no less.  This is a 
great achievement for us as a congregation as we met yet another challenge.  A heart-felt thanks to all who 
made contributions to the fund and to all those who participated in the Raise the Roof Events – Bowling 
Night, the “Help Me, Help You Auction” and the Games social.  Our congregation is certainly blessed with 
many wonderful members. 

As you all know, there was a stretch goal of the fund of $20,000 so we will continue to “Raise the Roof” in 
2008 to try and reach that stretch goal.  There are never a shortage of building projects that require attention 
and continuing to raise money for the building will help all of us to maintain this wonderful building that 
houses our church. 

Year-End Financial Update 

As 2007 comes to a close, here is an update on our financial situation. 

Year-End Deficit - $18,000 

· Receipts were below the AGM Approved expected amount by $15,000 

· Expenses were over-budget by $5,000��mostly due to higher than expected costs related to the 
cleaning of the church and other building related expenses. 

· Roof Repairs were $2,000 less than expected 

So, we started the year with $113,000 in cash and investments.  With the deficit of � 18,000, we are left with 

� 95,000. 

The $95,000 includes some monies that are already committed: 

· � 2,900 to ELCIC 

· � 2,900 to Lutheran World Federation 

· � 2,900 to MNO Synod 

· � 2,200 to Agape Table 

· � 2,200 to Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

· � 2,200 to North End Sponsorship Team 

· � 34,000 for Sanctuary Renewal 

These payments will be made over the course of the 2008 calendar year, which will leave us with 
“Available Cash” for general church operations of $45,700. 

Our goal should be to build back up that cash position, as a $45,700 cash position does not provide us with 
a lot of wiggle room for future deficits or major projects that require funding.  So, as Treasurer, it is my job 
to continue the refrain of please give generously to our church so that we may continue our mission 
together. 

Wishing you and yours a very healthy and joyous New Year! 
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CrossWord  is a weekly on-line publication of the MNO Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Canada. The easy-to-navigate site usually contains updates from the National and Synod 
offices, youth activities and news about the Lutheran Urban Mission. The information is free to 
read and also free to re-use for church purposes. Congregations and members are also 
encouraged to suggest stories to be covered in CrossWord. You can find the periodical by logging 
on to www.mnosynod.org and then follow the link to CrossWord. 

In addition, CrossWord  is available via the MNO website each week.  If you are interested in 
being added to the notification list, please send an email to editor Rick Scherger with 
“CrossWord  Subscription” in the subject line. His e-mail address is rscherger @elcic.ca. 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada —  our national 
synod that is headquartered in Winnipeg — was organized in 
1986 through the merger of the former Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Canada (ELCC) and Lutheran Church in America-
Canada Section (LCA-CS) 

Officers are the Bishop ,The Rev. Susan Johnson; Vice-
President, Roger Kingsley; Secretary, Don Storch; and 
Treasurer, Ken Hartviksen  

The ELCIC’s mission as an expression of the universal 
Church and as an instrument of the Holy Spirit, is to bring the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to people in Canada and around the 
world through the proclamation of the Word, the 
administration of the Sacraments and through service in 
Christ's name. 

The ELCIC  functions through three major entities: nationally 
as the ELCIC, regionally as synods, and locally as 
congregations. Each entity has unique ministries as well as 
ministries which are shared with the other entities. There are 
620 congregations nationwide, of approximately 182,077 
baptized members. There are five synods, including ours — 
the Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario (MNO) Synod, (the Rev. 
Elaine Sauer, Bishop). 

The ELCIC supports five institutions of higher learning, and 
has formal associations with other conferences such as the 
Finnish Special Interest Conference, with global associations 
such as the World Council of Churches, and ecumenical 
organizations such as Project Ploughshares.  

The ELCIC is also in full communion with the Anglican Church 
of Canada.    — Taken from www.elcic.ca 

Bulletin Bloopers 
· Ladies, don't forget the 

rummage sale. Get rid of 
those things not worth 
keeping around the house. 
Don't forget your husbands.  

· Don't let worry kill you. Let 
the church help.  

· Next week there will be try-
outs for the choir. They need 
all the help they can get.  

· Irving and Jessie were 
married last Saturday. So 
ends a friendship that began 
in their school days.  

· Attend and you will hear an 
excellent speaker and heave 
a healthy lunch.  

· Please bring your baked 
goofs to the Fall Sale. 

· Weight Watchers will meet 
Thursday at the church. 
Please use the large double 
door at the side entrance.  

(Thanks to Jim Busby and Bill 
Helgason for submitting these 
bulletin bloopers from OTHER 

congregations.) 
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The Sunday School Christmas 
Program, “Michael Mouse,” was 

presented by a skilled group of young 
actors and actresses, and singers, Dec. 

23 during worship services. The play 
follows a little mouse who  tries to get 
into  the manger to see the new baby 

Jesus. The cast was comprised of Rae 
Sigurdson  and Heather Werboweski , 
narrators; Kristjan Sigurdson , Michael 

Mouse; Julia Zarrillo , Owl; Dana 
Gregovski , Sheep; Elleena Hurley , 

Cow; Reid Pereira , Hen; Bethany 
Sigurdson , Cat; Matthew Sigurdson , 

Joseph, and Saige Pereira , Mary.  ��������	��
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We need your news!  Send ideas, articles and photos to Martha Helgerson (488-4528, editor) or to 
Gail Pritchard (772-7444, church secretary), or e-mail submissions to flcwin@mts.net. Look for the 
next edition of FLC News in March. 
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RENOVATION NEWS 
Well, it’s finally happening. A crew of volunteers from the congregation was to start removing 
pews from the sanctuary Jan. 5, in preparation for professional dry-walling and painting of the 
space. The pews were to be relocated to the upper parish hall for temporary storage. Estimated 
date for tearing up floor tiles is Jan. 19. Professional floor refinishers will then restore the 
original fir flooring. The pews will eventually be reinstalled in a new configuration that the 
congregation will test out. 

Monies for the renovation ($8,700.00 for dry-walling and painting, and an estimated $8,200.00 
for floor repair and refinishing) will come from funds earmarked from the 125th anniversary 
proceeds. Overseeing the project is John Hunsberger who helped us with  the church’s home 
renovation project, and is essentially donating his time on our sanctuary renovation project.  

During renovation, we will meet for worship in the lower auditorium. Estimated length of project 
is eight to 12 weeks. Thanks for all of your patience and support.         — Larry Sigurdson  

Thanks, Kerrine! 
Kerrine Wilson , our organist and choir director for 
the last 10 years, stepped down from those positions 
on Dec. 30. A party to celebrate Kerrine’s significant 
contributions to the worship life of First Lutheran was 
held after church on Dec. 30. Everyone wished 
Kerrine well: Joanne Weidenbacher, Andrew 
Steiman and Pastor Michael gave speeches attesting 
to her talent and dedication as a musician and 
worship leader. Kerrine says she look forward to 
continuing on as an active member of her home 
congregation, and thanked everyone for their kind 
words and gifts.  C����
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