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May/June 2008 
 
 
The five B.C. recipients for 2007 of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation 

awards and grants, Dr. Alasdair Barr, Dr. David Vocadlo, Dr. Brian Christie, 

Seseth Hewapathirane and Grace Lee, were hosted at a luncheon at the Terminal 

City Club in Vancouver, BC on December 7, 2007.  The Deputy for B.C. Ill\  

Bro\  Marvin L. Munro 33° and Active Member and Foundation Director Ill\  

Bro\  Michael Ward 33° presented the recipients with their awards.  These were 

substantial amounts and it was particularly satisfying to have all five present to 

share their stories and experiences.  These funds are vitally necessary for 

individuals who wish to perform research work.  This research is not funded by 

governments or institutions and therefore, these Foundations grants and awards are 

crucial for these recipients to carry on with this valuable service.  As one said, 

“You (the SRCF) will never know the difference these grants will make to 

humanity in the future.” 

 

The occasion was also memorable as Ill\  Bro\  Jack L. Barr 33°, son of the Late 

Ill \  Bro\  Dick Barr 33°, Past Deputy, Past Active Member, SRCF Director and a 

dedicated supporter of the Foundation and its activities for many years, was able to 

attend.  Also in attendance were Sheran Munro and Penny Ward. 
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Standing in the picture (l to r) are Marvin Munro, Grace Lee, Sesath 

Hewapathirane, Dr. Brian Christie, Dr. David Vocadlo, Dr. Alasdair Barr, Mike 

Ward. 

 
 

Some Interesting News: 
 
Our Sovereign Grand Commander has a very busy schedule from April through 
July.  
 

Apr. 3&4 Attended the 150th Anniversary Celebrations of Royal Arch 
Masons in the Province of Ontario in St. Catharines, ON 

Apr. 4 Valley of Chatham – Guest Speaker at Luncheon 
Apr 10 & 11 Hamilton, ON  Advisory Council Meeting 
Apr 14 Hamilton, ON  Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation 

Director’s Meeting 
Apr. 17 – 20 Alberta Visit with Valley of Edmonton 
   Visit with Valley of Lacombe 
Apr. 20 & 21 Visit with Valley of Saskatoon, SK 
Apr 30 – May 1 Visit with the Valley of Vernon, BC 
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May 4-7 Alberta Visit with Valley of Calgary 
   Visit with Valley of Medicine Hat 
   Visit with Valley of Lethbridge 
 
June 4-7 English Speaking Conference in Helsinki 
June 19-22 Valley Visits in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and 

Newfoundland 
June 29-30 Imperial Shrine Sessions St. Louis, MO 

 
 

From British Columbia 
 

134th Annual Sessions of Supreme Council 
 
The Valleys of Vancouver and Fraser Valley are pleased to invite you to the 134th 
Sessions of Supreme Council to be held in Vancouver from September 10 to 13, 
2008. 
 
All meetings and activities will be held at the Fairmont Vancouver Hotel, 900 
West Georgia Street, Vancouver BC V6C 2W6. Registrants are advised to contact 
the hotel directly to reserve rooms at 1-800-441-1414 or at the following internet 
location: www.fairmont.com or by email at reservations@fairmont.com. 
 
Please quote the group name:  
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite” for the discount. The discount rate is $209.00 
and is available only until August 9, 2008. The regular rate of $259.00 will be 
charged after August 9, 2008. Be prepared to provide your personal credit card 
information.  
 
Registration packages have been mailed out and should be returned to the 
following address: 
 

Registrar 
c/o Mr. Larry Atkinson 
1495 W8 Ave. 
Vancouver, BC V6H 1C9 

 
Registration information kits may be picked up at the Registration Centre at the 
hotel. 
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Executive Sessions for the Active and Past Active SGIG will be held on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Honorary Inspectors General are invited to attend the 
Executive Sessions on Thursday. Candidates are encouraged to arrive on 
Wednesday and participate in the “Get Acquainted Night” in the BC Ballroom. 
 
Vesper Services will be held on Thursday afternoon followed by the Formal 
Opening in the Pacific Ballroom and the Conferral of the 33rd Degree. The final 
event on Thursday will be the Lieutenant Grand Commander’s Supreme Council 
Dinner at 7:00 p.m. in the BC Ballroom. 
 
The Executive Sessions will continue on Friday morning followed immediately by 
the Foundation Luncheon for all members. In the afternoon, there will be an 
information session for the new Honorary Inspectors General as to the obligations 
and expectations of their new positions. The Annual Sessions will culminate with 
the Sovereign Grand Commander’s Dinner on Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the 
BC Ballroom. The advance program is included in the Registration Package mailed 
by Supreme Council. 
 
A Vancouver Harbour Cruise is scheduled for the Saturday afternoon for all to 
attend. 
 
The highlight activity scheduled following the Annual Sessions is the Post 
Supreme Council Alaska Cruise Vacation departing Vancouver at 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday September 13th and returning on Saturday September 20th. Information is 
included in the Registration Packages. 
 

BC Learning Centre 
 
The A.A.S.R. of British Columbia is pleased to inform you that the BC Learning 
Centre is ready and will open in September 2008 at the 134th Annual Sessions of 
Supreme Council. 
 
The opening ceremony is planned for Monday September 8, 2008 at the Vancouver 
Masonic Centre, 1495 W8 Ave Vancouver, with members of Supreme Council, 
Valley representatives, local SR Masons and visiting dignitaries of the general 
public in attendance. 
 
The opening ceremonies will take place at 7:00 p.m. with a reception to follow 
upstairs in the banquet hall. A tour of the new facility will be conducted by local 
SR Masons. 
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Training for tutors is scheduled for the Summer with the first students being 
received early in September and it is anticipated that we will be in full operation 
with seven trained tutors and an appropriate number of students soon thereafter. 
 
This Learning Centre is the first in BC and we are proud to recognize all the 
assistance and cooperation of the eleven SR Valleys without which this would not 
be possible. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally  
 
John Teleske 33º - Chairman 
Valley of Vancouver 
 
 

***** 
 

If you have something that you would like to share with your Scottish Rite 
Brethren please forward the information to me. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Gareth Taylor 


